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Historical and Genealogical Notes and Queries. 



RoBards— Correction: On page 96, the " VI " before Elizabeth 
Barbara RoBards, should read "IV." The figures were reversed. 



Very good Ship Biscuit to be Sold by the Subscriber, at his House in 
Charles City County, at Ten Shillings per Hundred by Benjamin Har- 
rison. (From Virginia Gazette, June 8 to June 15, 1739.) 

Patteson— James Anderson Patteson, of Chesterfield county, Va., 
married Martha, daughter of Colonel David Patteson of that county, 
who was a member of the Virginia Convention of 1788. James A. and 
Martha Patteson were the parents of William Anderson Patteson, M. 
D., and Samuel Austin Patteson, M. D. (the latter the father of James 
Henry Patteson, of Manchester, Va.) 

Dr. Win. Anderson Patteson was father of James A. Patteson, of 
New York city, and of Thomas Adkins Patteson. This is in addition to 
the information given on page 370, Vol. II. "Virginia Convention of 
1788." 

Stephen Lee— In reply to the query of Stephen Lee in the January 
number I will state that I am interested in a branch of the Lee family of 
Virginia, bearing relationship to the family of " Light Horse Harry," or 
rather his ancestor. There was one line of this family — I am inclined 
to think that it was the Cobbs-Hall, where the name of Stephen was 
introduced from some source, and has continued even until to-day. 

My great-grandfather, William Lee, was born in Virginia about the 
year 1775. His sister was born in Caswell county, North Carolina, in 
1783. The family then moved to Georgia. 

As early as 1798, William, my great-grandfather, his sister Catharine, 
another sister Nancy, and a brother James are found in Greene county, 
Georgia. While two brothers are located on the will records of Clai- 
borne county, Mississippi, by the names of Moses and Charles Stephen 
Lee before and about the year 181 1. 

This is the first record of the name of Stephen I find in my line of 
Lees. Since that time we have had three members of consecutive 
generations by the name of Charles Stephen Lee • 

Can any one assist me in locating this line, and does the author of the 
query of Stephen Lee in the January number, signed L. C. L., Mays- 
ville, Ky., derive any benefit from the above information? I would be 
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pleased to communicate with, or compensate, any one interested in this 
subject. 

M., Montgomery, Ala. 

Parker — I am desirous of knowing more of the ancestors of my 
great-great-grandfather Daniel Parker. He was a Revolutionary sol- 
dier, enlisting in Georgia. He was born 1756 and died 1783. In his 
petition for lands Daniel Parker stated that he formerly resided in Albe- 
marle county, Virginia, but recently moved from the State of North 
Carolina to Georgia, and desired lands in Wilkes county, Georgia. 
He had brothers and sisters. One brother by the name of Richard, his 
father, I think, bore the same name, that of Richard Parker. 

Can the author of the query " Parker, Charles City county," signed 
Arden, N. C, furnish me with any information ? 

M., Montgomery, Ala. 

Jamesons in Virginia. 

A grandson of Lord Chief Justice Cockburn writes me that on the 
29th August, 1782, one Margaret Jameson, born in Virginia, May 16th, 
1764, married (probably in Virginia) James Macdowall, of the family of 
" Garthland," Scotland, and that their issue were three daughters, who 
married three Judges in Scotland, viz: Lord Cockburn, Lord Fullerton, 
and Lord Dundrennan, and a fourth daughter, named Fenella Mac- 
dowall, who married a Cunningham . Margaret Jameson's father is said 
to have owned large estates in Virginia . 

I should be glad to find out for Mr, Cockburn the names of the pa- 
rents of his grandmother, Margaret Jameson, and where they resided. 

The will of David Jameson, of Yorktown, probated July 22, 1792, 
leaves his estate to his three nephews, John Jameson, David Jameson, 
of Culpeper, and David Jameson, of Caroline. 

Armistead C. Gordon. 
Staunton, Va., 8 June, 1903. 

A Few of the Colonial and Revolutionary Ancestors of 
Mrs. Jessie Benton Fremont. 

By Mrs. J. B. White, Kansas City, Mo. 

(Read before a Chapter of the Daughters of American Revolution.) 
Gladstone once wisely stated that no greater calamity could befall a 
people than to break utterly with the past. With that thought in mind 
I am going to ask you to review with me for a few minutes the early 
history of the family of Mrs. Fremont, whose death we, as a Society, 
are mourning to-day. 
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To go back only a little over a hundred years and five generations 
from Elizabeth Benton, the mother of Mrs. Fremont, we find Colonel 
Ephraim McDowell, that brave and gallant Pathfinder of those early 
days. Henry Howe tells us in one of his histories that this hardy pio- 
neer, who lived to be over a hundred years old, built the first road across 
the Blue Ridge, opening up the Virginia valley to the commerce of the 
Old World through the merchants of the Atlantic coast. This remark- 
able man retained the full possession of his faculties to the very last, 
dying just at the outbreak of the Revolution, but not until he had heard 
the praises bestowed upon his grandchildren for meritorious conduct at 
the Battle of Point Pleasant. His eldest daughter lived to be 104 years 
old, being an unusually talented woman. John, the eldest son, being 
the one we are interested in as the ancestor of Elizabeth Benton, was a 
bold Indian fighter, and was chosen as Burden's surveyor when what 
was then known of Virginia was being opened up for settlement. This 
■was in 1737. He was appointed as captain of a company formed to pro- 
tect the lives and property of the settlers against the invasions of the In- 
dians, and most nobly were the duties connected with that trust performed 
until on Christmas Day, 1742, he, with eight of his trusty men, while in 
pursuit of a party of Indians who had attacked a settlement, fell into an 
ambuscade and was killed. All were buried in one common grave near 
Lexington . Thus died a worthy scion of a noble race . His daughter, 
Sarah, became the wife of Col. MofFett, another brave soldier, who won 
renown at Guilford, Cowpensand King's Mt. 

The next in succession, however, was the second son of the Indian 
fighter, Col. James McDowell, b. in 1739. He was called to fill many 
offices of public trust, and was on his way to Williamsburg on business 
of importance as sheriff of the county when the final summons came, this 
being in 1771, when he was only 32 years old. 

The next in succession was Col. James again, youngest son of the 
above, who inherited the magnificent estate left by his father . He was a 
colonel in the War of 1812 where he won honor and fame . Hem. Sarah, 
dau. of Col. Wm. Preston, a Revolutionary hero, and descended from 
a long line of brave ancestors. The only son of James and Sarah Pres- 
ton McDowell was James, the father of Elizabeth Benton, and not yet 
had the race deteriorated, for James McDowell was an exceptional char- 
acter in many ways — a graceful and accomplished gentleman, honest 
and upright in all his dealings; a Congressman and U. S. Senator; chief 
executive of Virginia, his native state, and an able man, most highly 
and honorably distinguished. And no less talented was his noble wife, 
they, by the way, being full cousins. She was Sarah, dau. of Gen- 
Francis Preston, a Congressman from Virginia and a brave officer in the 
War of 1812, his wife being a dau. of Col. Wm. Campbell, who was 
given command at the Battle of King's Mt. by Isaac Shelby, who, with 
Sevier, Winston and the two Joe McDowells, were the real heroes of 
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that memorable battle. Col. Campbell's wife was a sister of Patrick 
Henry, the great orator of the Revolutionary period, and dau. of Sarah 
Winston, an unusually bright and gifted woman. 

To go back to the mother of Elizabeth Benton, let me mention just 
a few of her immediate kindred, whose names are household words in 
Virginia. One of her sisters became the wife of Rev. Dr. Robert Breck- 
enridge, and another sister married John B. Floyd, Secretary of War 
under President Buchanan. These men were cousins of Mr. and Mrs. 
McDowell; and Wm. C. Preston, the scholarly and gifted South Carolina 
orator, and Gen. John S. Preston, a gallant soldier and brilliant orator, 
were her brothers. And I have mentioned the names of only a few of 
the members of this remarkable family who became more or less famous. 
To go into detail would be to give much of the early history of both 
Virginia and Kentucky, while a recital of the incidents connected with 
the lives of the husband and father of Mrs. Fremont would include 
many of the most interesting events relating to the settlement and 
growth of much of our western territory. But this paper is much too 
long already, and I will only add the wish that we may always hold in 
loving remembrance the names of Elizabeth Benton and her famous 
daughter, Jessie Benton Fremont. 



Major General Charles Lee's Will.* 

I, Major General Charles Lee, of the County of Berkeley in the Com- 
monwealth of Viiginia, being in perfect health and of sound mind, 
considering the certainty of death, and the uncertainty of the time it 
may happen, have determined to make this my last will and testament 
in manner following, that is to say: 

I give and bequeath to Alexander White, Esq., One Hundred Guineas 
in consideration of the zeal and integrity he has displayed in the admin- 
istration of my affairs; also the choice of any two of my colts or fillies 
under four years of age. Item — I give and bequeath to Chas. Mynne 
Thruston, Esq., fifty Guineas in consideration of his good qualities and 
the friendship he has manifested for me; and to Buckner Thruston, his 
son I leave all my Books as I know he will make a good use of them. 
To my good friend John Mercer, Esq , of Marlborough in Virginia I give 
and bequeath the choice of two Brood Mares, of all my swords and 
pistols, and ten Guineas to buy a Ring. I would give him more, but as 
he has a good estate and a better genius he has sufficient if he knows 

♦Major D. B. Stewart, of Morgan town, West Virginia, sends us a copy of the will of 
Major-General Charles Lee of Revolutionary fame. Major Stewart was in General Sam. 
Jones's Division of Confederate Cavalry, and took the copy of the will in 1864 while in 
the house formerly occupied by General Lee, at Leetown, Jefferson county, West Va. 

Major Stewart informs us that Guisippi Minghini and Elizabeth Dunn were married, 
and their daughter, aged about 87 years, died in Parkersburg, West Va., a few years ago 
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how to make a good use of them. I give and bequeath to my former 
Aid-de-Camp Otway Byrd, Esq., the choice of another Brood Mare, 
and ten Guineas for the same purpose of a remembrance Ring . I give 
and bequeath to my worthy friend Col . William Grayson of Dumfries, 
the second choice of two colts, and to my excellent friend Wm. Steptoe 
of Virginia, I would leave a great deal, but as he is now so rich it would 
be no less than robbing my other friends who are poor, I therefore en- 
treat he will only accept five Guineas, which I bequeath to him to buy 
a ring of affection . I bequeath to my old and faithful servant or rather 
humble friend Guisippi Minghini Three Hundred Guineas, with all my 
horses and colts of every kind, those above mentioned excepted, like- 
wise all my wearing apparel and Plate, my wagon and tools of agricul- 
ture, and his choice of four milch cows. I bequeath to Elizabeth Dunn, 
my housekeeper, One Hundred Guineas and my whole stock of cattle, 
the four milch cows above mentioned only excepted . 

I had almost forgot my dear friend (and I ought to be ashamed of it) 
Mrs. Shippen, her son Thomas Shippen, and Thomas Lee, Esq., of 
Belle View, I beg they will accept ten guineas each to buy Rings of 
affection. 

My landed estate in Berkeley, I desire may be divided into three equal 
parts according to quality and quantity. One-third part I devise to my 
dear friend Jacob Morris of Philadelphia ; one other third part to Evan 
Edwards, both my former Aids de Camp, and to their heirs and assigns; 
and the other third part I devise to Eleazer Oswald at present of Phila- 
delphia, and William Goddard of Baltimore, to whom I am under obli- 
gations, and to their heirs and assigns to be equally divided between 
them, but these devisees are not to enter until they have paid off the 
several legacies above mentioned with interest from the time of death, 
and all taxes which may be due on my estate. In case I should sell my 
said landed estate I bequeath the price thereof after paying the above 
legacies, to the said Jacob Morris, Evan Edwards, Eleazer Oswald and 
William Goddard, in the proportions above mentioned. 

All my other property of every kind and in every part of the world, 
after my decease, funeral expenses and necessary expenses of adminis- 
tration are paid, I give, devise and bequeath to my sister Sidney Lee, 
her heirs and assigns forever. 

I desire most earnestly that I may not be buried in any Church or 
Churchyard, or within a mile of any Presbyterian or Ana-Baptist Meet- 
ing house, for since I have resided in this Country, I have kept so much 
bad company when living, that I do not choose to continue it when 
-dead. 

I recommend my soul to the Creator of all worlds and of all creatures, 
who must from his visible attributes be indifferent to their modes of 
worship or creeds, whether Christians, Mohamedans, or Jews ; whether 
instilled by education or taken up by reflection ; whether more or less 
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absurd, as a weak mortal can no more be answerable for his persua- 
sions, notions, or even skepticism in Religion, than for the color of his 
skin. 

And I do appoint the above mentioned Alexander White and Charles 
M. Thruston Executors of my last will and testament, and do revoke all 
other wills by me heretofore made. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this the 
day , in the year of our Lord One Thousand seven Hun- 
dred and Eighty-two. 

Charles Lee. [Seal.] 

Signed, sealed, published and delivered by the said Major General 
Charles Lee, as, and for his last will and testament. In presence of 

James Smith. 
Samuel Swearingen. 
William Garrard. 

Omitted — All my slaves which I may be possessed of at the time of 
my decease, I bequeath to Guisippi Minghini and Elizabeth Dnnn, to 
be equally divided between them . 
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Some Virginia Families. Being the Genealogies of the Kinney, 
Stribling, Trout, Mcllhany, Milton, Rogers, Tate, Snickers, Tay- 
lar, McCormick and other families of Virginia. By Hugh Milton 
Mcllhany, Jr., M. A., Ph. D. 1903. Staunton, Va., Stoneburner & 
Purfer, Printers. 1903. Pp. 174. 

Mr. Mcllhany has been for several years engaged in a minute and 
careful investigation preparatory to the work which now appears in 
print. As a result of his painstaking investigations there seems to be 
great accuracy of detail, and no doubt comprehensiveness as well. 

There is hardly any criticism which can be found with Mr. Mcllhany's 
book. The Striblings were resident in Virginia and in Stafford county 
many years before the date assigned by the author; but this fact is 
given in a record only recently brought to light and which was not ac- 
cessible when the book was prepared. 

But with such slight exceptions as these, " Some Virginia Families " 
can be highly commended to all persons interested in the families de- 
scribed. 



